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Bullet Points

Review: Stoeger P3000 Defense
Pump Shotgun

Monthly Work Party Schedule
Future work parties will be held on the 4th
Saturday of each month. July’s work party
will be on July 22, 2017. The work will start
at 9:00am.
If you have any questions about the work
party, contact David Eason at
a1miner51@live.com
It’s a Date! For the MRC Picnic
MRC’s annual picnic will be held on August
12, 2017. Get ready for a great day of food
and fun! More details will be coming in the
next Shotwad.
Gate Procedure
We have had several instances where
members have left the range without locking
the gate when they leave. Please be sure to
lock the gate anytime you enter or leave the
range unless there is a match:
While matches are being held in the
upper bays:
1. The main gate remains open and
unlocked
2. The gate to the upper bays remains open
and unlocked
3. The gate to rifle and pistol range is closed
and locked
When a match is not being held in the
upper bays:
1.The main gate remains closed and locked
2.The gate to the upper bays will be closed
and locked after you enter or exit the upper
bays
3.The gate to rifle and pistol range is open
(not locked)

There’s a lot of ways you can save money: Clip
coupons, buy off-brand merchandise, look for
“Black Friday” sales and others. When it comes
to tools, however, the phrase “buy once, cry
once” comes to mind—pay for name-brands with
good reputations so that you won’t be surprised
down the road. Sometimes, though, you find a
quality tool at a reasonable price, such as
the Stoeger P3000 Defense Pump.
A quick look tells you this is a no-frills shotgun:
There’s a simple black blade for a front sight and
no rear sight—not terribly surprising on a
shotgun. Furniture is utilitarian polymer
(although the pistol grip is molded, comfortable
and has some recoil-mitigating capability) and
finish is a plain black over anodized aluminum.
It’s about as archetypal “defensive shotgun” as
you can get: Short barrel, pump-action, pistol
grip, black… Check, check, check. You won’t be
confusing this for a high-end duck gun, but don’t
make the mistake of thinking it can’t perform.
Pistol grips on shotguns—when paired with a full
stock—are a matter of contention. Our Shotgun
Editor doesn’t care for them, preferring a
standard stock (should you agree with him, no
worries, as Stoeger offers such a model at an
even lower MSRP) as opposed to your humble
scribe, a fan of AR-15-style rifles in general who
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likes the perpendicular pistol grip for shotguns.
If you’re in my camp, you’ll appreciate this
model, especially with the abundant recoil
mitigation provided by the ample butt pad. I
found the Stoeger P3000 Defense Pump tucked
into my shoulder quite easily and snugly, and
yielded excellent control when swinging from
target to target in multiple-threat drills. Recoil is,
well, what you’d expect in a 12-gauge shotgun.

home and hearth, not bringing down ducks or
bucks. In this case, “boring” means you won’t
experience that loud click when you really need
a louder bang, which is exactly what you should
strive for and practice toward in your scattergun
pursuits.

(l.) The plain black front blade can get lost on dark targets. (r.)
Located underneath the P3000, the loading gate allows rapid
recharging.

In total, nearly 200 rounds of birdshot, buckshot
and slugs were run through the Stoeger without
incident. Hornady’s excellent Critical Defense 00
buckshot patterned well at 10 yards, leaving a
dessert-plate-size hole wherever the front sight
was pointed. Slugs are definitely noticeable,
although the generous butt pad does soak up
some of the punishment. Hitting a silhouette at
25 yards is definitely not out of the question. All
manner of birdshot went into and out of the
Stoeger P3000 Defense Pump, from reducedrecoil loads to 3-inch magnums. Your shoulder
will most likely prefer the former (that’s a general
statement, not an indictment) and will be the
limiting factor in what can be handled, not the
Stoeger.
It’s really hard to find fault with the P3000, as long
as you recognize the niche it is intended to fill.
It’s not an heirloom beauty, but it not designed
as such. It’s not the best choice for blasting birds
or clays out of the sky, but again, that is not its
intended function. What it is designed for, and
does admirably well, is to function well with fightstopping rounds. Once you’ve proven that your
preferred load works (and it will) and know how
it patterns at the various distances at which you
might need to take shots, you can clean and oil
the Stoeger P3000 Defense Pump and leave it
at the ready. It’s just that dependable.

(l.) Comfortable and cushioning, the pistol grip positions the firing
hand well. (ctr.) A crossbolt safety and an easily accessed sliderelease flank the trigger guard. (r.) While the ample buttpad
cushions your shoulder, a similarly comfy cheek piece would be
welcome.

One of the upsides of pump-action shotguns—
namely, the robust action that allows a multitude
of munitions to be run with nary a glitch—makes
it that much harder to write about. A well-made
variant should feed, fire and eject pretty much
everything that goes into it, from birdshot to a
variety of buckshot to slugs. The Stoeger falls
easily into this category, as the P3000 turned out
to be as reliable as a hammer: You pick it up,
and it just plain works.
The controls on the Stoeger P3000 Defense
Pump are intuitive and easy to manipulate, with
the slide release just ahead of the trigger and
actuated by simply extending the trigger finger
straight out and up. The safety is the standard
crossbolt, similar to the Remington 870, and
does not require taking the firing hand off the
pistol grip to engage or disengage it. The slide
operates cleanly and efficiently, needing minimal
effort to eject spent hulls or load the next round.
On the range, the Stoeger P3000 Defense Pump
was, to put it bluntly, boring. Lather, rinse,
repeat: Load it up, charge it, fire and run the slide
to chamber the next round. It’s so effortless and
predictable that you more or less stop thinking
about it, and that’s a good thing. This is a
shotgun meant for home defense—the
minimalist barrel, lack of chokes and simple front
sight lock it in as a sturdy tool for defending
2

The Beretta CX4 Carbine uses the same
magazine as Beretta’s popular 92 series of
handguns and is fully reversible for right- and
left-handed shooters (an important feature for
cross-eye dominant shooters like myself). Stock
length can also be adjusted, something not often
found in a polymer long gun.

Top 15 Pistol-Caliber Carbines
There has been a surge of interest in pistolcaliber carbines recently, fostered in part by the
realization that they can be an excellent choice
for self-defense (especially when accurate, rapid
fire is of primary importance) and by their
growing acceptance inside the practical shooting
sports.
Pistol-caliber carbines come in a wide variety of
styles and fire a wide range of ammunition. From
the traditional lever-actions to the latest in slick,
hi-tech polymer semiautomatics, there is a
probably a pistol-caliber that fits you, your tastes
and your budget. Prices range from $315 for the
Hi-Point carbine to $2,095 for the Wilson
Combat AR9. Here are 15 top options on the
market today:

Chiappa M1-9 Carbine

The M1 Carbine chambered in .30 Carbine is an
American icon, and Chiappa has updated that
familiar design to use the 9mm cartridge and
magazines from the Beretta 92 family of pistols.
Lightweight, compact and fun to shoot, the
Chiappa M1-9 brings one America's favorite
guns into the 21st century.

Aero Survival

Built by TNW Firearms, the Aero Survival rifle
has an easily removable barrel, making it easy
to carry and stow away, and it can easily be
changed between a number of different calibers.
The pistol-caliber carbine uses Glock-style
magazines and comes in a variety of different
colors and camouflage patterns.

CMMG MkG45 Guard

The 9mm cartridge has been the caliber of
choice in AR-pattern pistol-caliber carbines for
decades, but CMMG decided to change things
up recently with their MkG 45 Guard carbine in
.45 ACP. Using a unique bolt carrier group that's
tailor-made for the .45 ACP cartridge and
feeding from Glock magazines, the CMMG
MkG45 is a good choice if you want the
familiarity of AR-15 style controls and the thump
of a .45.

Beretta CX4 Carbine
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Built on a reliable lever action, Henry rifles are
available in both .38 Spl/.357 Mag. and .44
Spl/.44 Mag. versions. The company's AllWeather Carbine, made from polymer and
stainless steel rather than wood and brass, is a
good solution for someone who wants to take the
reliability of a lever action along with them into
the great outdoors.
Colt AR9

In the early 80s, Colt took the proven AR-15
platform and adapted it to work as a blowback
submachine gun using 9 mm ammunition, and
the 6951 9 mm carbine builds on that expertise.
Combining Colt's long history in building 9 mm
carbines with Magpul accessories, the 6951 is
an excellent choice in a pistol-caliber gun.

Hi-Point Carbine

Simple and effective, the Hi-Point carbine is a
popular choice for the budget-conscious
shooter. Available in .380 ACP, 9 mm or .45
ACP, the Hi-Point Carbine comes in a wide
variety of colors for those who want to stand out
from the other shooters on the firing line.
CZ Skorpion Evo 3

Named after its smaller, full-auto predecessor,
the 9 mm CZ USA Skorpion made a big splash
in the gun world when it was introduced a few
years ago. Built from lightweight polymers and
featuring ambidextrous controls, an M-Lok
foreguard and a top-mounted Picatinny rail that
lets you mount your choice of optics for even
more accuracy.

IWI X-95 9 mm Conversion

The IWI US X95 rifle in 9 mm is a rare bullpup
pistol caliber carbine. The standard X95 easily
converts from 5.56 NATO to 9 mm using a
factory-built conversion kit. Built for right-handed
shooting, the conversion kit is easily switched
over to accommodate left-handed shooters as
well.

Henry All Weather
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the Kriss Vector puts a modern spin on the
classic .45 ACP-firing long gun. Its unique toggle
action helps move the recoil impulse down and
away from muzzle, improving control ability and
accuracy.

JP GMR-15

JP Rifles is known for making top-quality rifles
for the practical shooting sports, and the GMR15 extends that tradition into pistol-caliber
carbines, making an AR-style carbine that is an
excellent
choice
for
competition,
law
enforcement or home defense.

Rock River Arms LAR-9

Available in a variety of handguards, stocks,
muzzle devices and other options, the Rock
River Arms LAR-9 is the epitome of a nononsense AR-style 9 mm carbine. Using Coltpattern magazines, the LAR-9 is a pacesetter for
AR-pattern pistol-caliber carbines.

Kel-Tec SUB-2000

Inexpensive and compact, the Kel-Tec SUB2000 is built in .40 S&W and 9 mm versions and
comes in models that can accept either
Glock, Smith & Wesson, Beretta or SIG Sauer
magazines. The SUB-2000 also folds and
unfolds in half with a magazine loaded in the
grip, allowing it to be easily stored and quickly
deployed when needed.

SIG Sauer MPX

A modern take on the classic 9 mm carbine,
the SIG Sauer MPX combines the control layout
of the AR-15 platform with a short-stroke gas
piston operating system to produce a worldbeating modular carbine system that is rapidly
gaining popularity and acceptance among the
gun-buying public. The version shown above is
the NFA-regulated SBR, but 16-inch-barreled
carbine variants are available.

Kriss Vector

Looking like something more at home in a
science-fiction movie than your local gun store,
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Wilson Combat AR9

Built with a meticulous attention to detail,
the Wilson Combat AR9 uses either Glock
magazines or magazines for the Beretta 92. The
sky's the limit for accessorizing this gun, as it is
with most AR-pattern firearms, so you can be
sure you'll wind up with a gun that meets your
requirement for a pistol-caliber long gun.

206-660-4672
360-659-8420
206-353-5158
360-563-0356
360-435-5579
360.651-2654
425-238-2276
425-220-0670

Planning & Work Party Chairman
Hunter Education Committee
Rod Moore Sean Overman
Bob Moon Keith Foote
Dave Phipps Todd Straley

Seven Reloading Safety Tips
1. Store your reloading supplies in a safe
and dry location, away from children and
away from any possible source of ignition. This
includes keeping your powder and primers
separate.
2. Get and use respected reloading
manuals, especially for new cartridges. Start
low and work up slowly while watching for
warning signs of pressure and/or case fatigue.
Never use load data published by folks who
frequent reloading forums. If you have to do
that, at least check them against respected
reloading manuals.
3. Locate your reloading activity where you
will not be distracted. If you get interrupted,
stop. (Distractions will eventually lead to
mistakes.)
4. Do NOT mix powders. Keep your powders
clearly marked and dated. You can use
masking tape to write the date on the container.
5. If you load the same cartridge type for
different firearms, make sure your ammo
headspaces properly in each gun.
6. Check cases frequently. Look for split
necks, case head separation or other signs of
fatigue and excessive pressure.
7. If reloading military brass, be aware that
case capacity is usually reduced, and initial
loads should be at least 10-15% lower than
published data
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Bill Vincent
Rich Brown
Dave Eason

Shotwad Editors
Chris Seung
mukilteoman1@yahoo.com

Bill Whitley
Kit Wennersten

425-610-4967

Bill Phillips
bill@billsguns.com

360-387-4867

Webmaster
Bob Wydro
rwydro@comcast.net

360-563-0356

Discipline Chairpersons
Black powder
dbclute@comcast.net
Cowboy Shooting
Cell phone:
fwbyer@gmail.com
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Dave Clutinger

360-435-8599

Fred Byer

360-435-0258
360-770-4704

CMP/DCM
joeflaps@msn.com

Curt Bry

360-652-8771

USPSA
wrongwaywall@hotmail.com

Gary Wall

360-629-3964

Juniors
skijor@tgi.net

Chuck Whipple

425-334-0211

Junior Shotgun Sports

Todd Staley

425-923-9091

NRA Instructors
Wilhelm@nwinfo.net
Indoor Pistol/PPC
tdpersell@msn.com

William Gruner

360-348-7081

Tom Persell

360-899-4908

Membership
bdavis385@comcast.net

Bill Davis

206-353-515

Recreational Shooting

Ron Oehlert

360-387-3260

Shotgun Sports
jchurch@frontier.com

John Church

360-652-1161

Hunter Sight-in
Keith.a.gepner@boeing.co

Keith Gepner

425-422-7906
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