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Henry .22 Magnum Small Game Carbine 
The folks at Henry Repeating Arms Company made 
another gun to be proud of with the Small Game 
Carbine, chambered in .22 Magnum. This lever-
action rifle delivers on several levels. 
 

 
 
The model in this test has a dark walnut stock and 
blued steel hardware. There’s no flashy brass or 
nickel—a familiar feature of many Henry rifles. The 
comparatively plain appearance complements this 
little rifle’s stated purpose. It’s less than 34 inches in 
overall length. The 16.25-inch barrel and light 5.75-
pound weight make it practical to pack around in the 
truck or around the property. The updated large loop 
lever allows for ease of working the action for quick 
follow-up shots—even in winter attire. 
The rear peep sight is drift-adjustable for windage 
and can also be adjusted for elevation. The fixed 
front sight has a tiny brass inset that helps with rapid 
acquisition and focus—perfect for targeting and 
follow-up shots on small game. 
Loading requires twisting and raising the inner 
magazine tube, and tube-feeding up to seven rounds 
into the magazine. There’s a tiny rubber gasket 
around the top of the inner magazine tube that 
ensures a snug, weather-resistant, and quiet seal. 
Feeding is smooth and works equally well with right- 
or left-handed operation. As a left-handed shooter, 
I’m happy to report that empty case ejection was 
entirely a non-issue. It was easy to maintain a cheek 
weld and never have the distraction of brass hitting 
my face. The stock is a nice length that fits most 
adults. 
The trigger is, in my opinion, exactly right for a small-
game rifle. There is a bit of travel, just enough to get 
a feel for the pressure required to break the shot. I 
didn’t gauge it, but it’s on par with any quality hunting 
rifle. It features a plenty big trigger too, allowing most 
shooters to avoid rubbing the trigger guard in 
instances where a rapid sight picture and press are 

Bullet Points 
• The Next Work Party is May 13th  

It's already spring and the year is slipping 
away.  Work parties are a great way to get 
those work points now so you aren’t rushing 
to earn them close to the renewal deadline.  If 
you have any questions about the work party, 
contact David Eason:  
a1miner51@LIVE.com   Here is the list of tasks 
to accomplish. 

1. Put fence back up along the upper range. 

2. cut up maple limbs on rifle 

3. walk around outer fence to add more sign and 

check for damage 

4. put new stove pipe on fire place in pistol 

range 

5. weed eat around fence line and as needed 

6.change outside light on range house 

7. ask to have the supplies in the indoor upper 

range moved to the outside 

storage cabinets 

8, clean out grove for rifle targets 

9, Mow lawn areas 

10. Help Ron with changing plywood on rifle 

shooting station walls 
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indicated. 
The safety mechanism is a half-cock of the hammer 
that can be engaged while pulling the hammer back 
or a controlled release. It’s a mechanical safety, of 
course, and practical for hunting purposes. Pardon 
this brief foray, but every person reading this knows 
mechanical things can fail. Exercise trigger and 
muzzle discipline. 
Raising the inner magazine tube to a sufficient height 
to clear the loading port, or removing it entirely to 
load accomplishes loading. The inner magazine tube 
cap is pebbled for traction—a good thing as 
loosening the retention mechanism requires a rather 
tight pinch-and-twist on the skinny cap. The WMR 
version of this gun has a black cap on the spring 
(internal) end of the loading rod. The LR model has 
an orange one. It’s an inconsequential difference for 
function and intended use, but the black one just 
looks better on this classic design. 
Accuracy was more than acceptable. The groups 
shown here, with corresponding ammunition, were 
made from a supported prone position in 27 mph 
wind, with some rocking on the part of the target itself 
thanks to conditions. The CCI and Hornady 
ammunition burned clean and functioned perfectly. 
Henry offers minimal advice on ammo selection. The 
warranty (lifetime, by the way, with the expected 
exclusions for wear, tear, and dumb mistakes like 
inserting the wrong ammo), covers the gun if it’s been 
fed “original, high quality, commercially 
manufactured ammunition in good condition.” 
 

 
 

40-grain CCI Maxi-Mag produced an acceptable 
group at 25 yards in high winds. Obviously, an 
elevation adjustment would be in order at this 
distance. 
The gun is handsome and plain, reminiscent of a 
grandpa’s pocket knife. There’s no pizzazz, as well 
as nothing unappealing in its appearance. It’s a 
utilitarian tool, and a perfect example of form 
following function. 
Henry RAC has a longstanding tradition of building 

quality rifles. Having tested two of them to date, I’ve 
truly come to respect the craftsmanship and quality 
of components and performance these rifles offer. 
Real-world prices for the Henry Small Game Carbine 
in .22 magnum are around $400—quite a reasonable 
price for a quality American rifle that has a warranty 
for life. 
 
Kimber K6s DCR .357 Magnum 
The Kimber K6s is an amazing little .357 Magnum 
revolver that packs a lot of punch and has a great 
trigger. 
I remember the hype at the SHOT Show on January 
18, 2016, when Kimber announced the new gun they 
were launching, the K6s revolver. While parking the 
car and waiting in line with the other media folks, we 
were all discussing what could be done to the J frame 
to make this something other than another “me too” 
product. After making my way to the Kimber booth at 
the top of the hill, I got my first chance to see, and 
then handle, the new revolver. I was apprehensive of 
this revolver’s introduction, for several reasons: 

• Why get this over all the new compact 9mm 
autos? 

• Who would shell out the money? 
• When would it really be carried in the wild? 

 

 
 
The Kimber K6s is a beautiful little snubbie .357 
Magnum that would make a great six-shot 
companion for the CCW enthusiast looking for a 
great new wheelgun. 
But, I was very interested in trying it out for myself 
and recently had a chance to test the K6s DCR 
(which stands for “Deluxe Carry Revolver”) variant of 
the design. At first blush, this new K6 looked a lot like 
a Smith and Wesson 642. Upon closer inspection, 
the differences came into focus. The extra round in 
the cylinder (6 rounds vs 5 rounds) was a glaring 
difference. The cylinder did not have flutes, nor was 
it round. It was a sort of muted flat between the 
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chambers. The sights were adjustable and 
changeable via a rear dovetail and a pinned front 
sight. The cylinder release was a push button: Think 
Ruger SP101, but square-checkered and smooth. 
The gun is small enough to disappear in your hand, 
while hand-filling enough to be shootable. 
SPECS 

• Chambering: .357 Mag. 
• Barrel: 2 inches 
• OA Length: 6.62 inches 
• Weight: 23 ounces 
• Grips: Laminated wood 
• Sights: Fiber-optic front 
• Action: Double-action-only 
• Finish: Stainless steel 
• Capacity: Six 
• MSRP: $1,088 

As I prepared to shoot the gun I began to see even 
less of the 642; there was no dip on the rear of the 
gun, but rather a flat line from the top of the grip to 
the matching angle of the rear sight. The whole gun 
had been blended, and the lines were rounded with 
an attractive satin finish. I loaded the slender K6s and 
fired the first 6 rounds. Here are the notes I scratched 
in a reporter’s notebook after these first shots: 
Unboxing 
But, let’s go back to the start on this. I eagerly opened 
the box that the UPS driver brought. The box 
contained the K6s DCR revolver, a speed strip, a 
speed loader and a loading block. The fit and finish 
was perfect; I could find no rough edges or tool marks 
anywhere on the gun. I saw nothing that could snag 
or catch on a person or clothing. There were no 
noises of any kind while shaking or handling the gun. 
I did a very systematic look over of the gun to spot 
any imperfections in the finish, and the attention to 
detail was outstanding. 

 
The stainless Kimber (top) is not appreciably larger 
than a Smith & Wesson J-frame snubbie (below), 
buts packs an additional round. 
The sights demonstrate the thought given to 

improvement in the design process. The gun has 
been designed to provide a longer sight radius than 
that of a traditional compact revolver. The sights are 
changeable via a roll pin up front, and a set screw 
and dovetail in the rear. The black rear and front fiber 
optic combination on my sample proved to be 
accurate out to 50 yards, firing offhand. 
The cylinder holds six rounds as opposed to the five 
held by almost all guns in this class, yet it is only 
minimally larger than normal. This is also achieved 
by design, specifically the choice to use flats rather 
than flutes on the outside of the cylinder. The ejector 
rod works smoothly and easily. The choice to go with 
a square push button for the cylinder release has 
proven to be the correct one in my opinion, as it 
serves to make the gun snag free and does not 
complicate the manual of arms. 

 
The author really appreciated the push-button 
cylinder release design for its usability. 
The trigger is where the real magic is in the K6. Its 
DAO trigger is smooth, short and zero-stacking, 
which belies its 9½-lb. pull. The trigger gives a pause 
as the cylinder locks, allowing you to stage and 
confirm aim just before the break. The addition of a 
smooth, rounded trigger face makes for a best-in-
class (including custom factory guns) trigger. 
The K6s’ grips were colored a deep red tone that 
accented the gun, and their form made the gun easy 
to fire. They were small and smooth on the edges, 
making concealment and reloading easy. 
Arguably better than the features the gun has, are 
those that it lacks. It has no key locks or safety of any 
kind. Nor is it covered in useless babble imploring me 
to read the manual. This is an adult gun, and for that, 
I say “thank you”, and ask all others to take notice. 
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The author tried the K6s out on the range and 
discovered it to be extremely accurate. 
The author and a fellow shooter wrung the Kimber 
K6s out at the extreme range of 50 yards with some 
amazing results. 
On the Range 
I often mention that I prefer to take guns to the range 
several times while doing a review. There are a few 
reasons I find this important. I want to make sure that 
I was not having an unusually bad or good day and 
allowing it to spill over on the gun. I will often go to 
different types of ranges (indoor vs. outdoor), which 
will sometimes expose something about the gun I 
had previously missed. Multiple trips also allow me to 
offer up the gun to other shooters, with different 
preferences and priorities from my own, to avoid 
confirmation biases from my circle of friends. 
This gun went to the range with me on a few 
occasions, and each time it was offered up to all the 
shooters at hand. There were several themes that 
came to the surface: It was not painful to shoot, the 
trigger was easy to use, and “I can hit with this little 
gun!” One or more of these comments came from 
each person who got their hand on the K6s. 
I was able to do some accuracy work with the 
revolver, but in truth what I was most impressed with 
was the following scenario. The last time I was at the 
range, a friend and I were shooting a pistol with a red 
dot mounted on it at an 8-inch steel plate from 50 
yards. When I was not looking, he grabbed the K6s 
and began to bang away. He could hit the plate with 
ease once he got his windage down. This is a 
challenge with a full-sized service pistol, so I was 
super impressed with the 2-inch Kimber revolver for 
managing it. I tried it myself with some success, as 
well as on a silhouette target at the same distance. I 
also ran some Black Hills and Sig Sauer Elite 
Performance ammo through it at 7 yards with some 
very tight groups (see accompanying pics). 
 
 

 
 

 
The Kimber shot some very tight groups with the Sig 
Elite Performance ammo that the author had on 
hand. 

 
The Kimber also liked the Black Hills ammo that the 
author had on hand for testing as well. 
 

 
 
The author thoroughly inspected the Kimber and 
found the details, fit and finish to all be excellent. 
Final Thoughts 
This gun is not cheap, but if you value quality fit and 
finish along with great design and the best trigger in 
its class, you owe this gun a look. To those who say 
“Well, I can buy a polymer revolver, or this other 
revolver, and slick it up on the kitchen table,” well, 
good for you. I doubt it will ever be this nice. It 
certainly won’t have this great a trigger. Oh, and it will 
still probably only have five rounds. So, take my 
advice and give this one a close look. 
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Choosing the Right Reticle 
We’re going to take a look at a basic reticle types and 
help clarify when you would choose one design over 
another. The primary consideration for choosing an 
effective reticle is to think about the most common 
application for that specific optic. In other words, 
what are you going to do with it? Are you going to 
hunt in thick woods? Are you going to compete in 3-
Gun? Do you want it for a home defense rifle? Are 
you going to use it for accuracy competition? Just 
plinking? Or something else entirely? Once you have 
your most common anticipated use nailed down, the 
universe of sensible reticles types gets much 
smaller. 
Since there are so many types of reticles, let’s create 
some categories by general type so we can look at 
situations where each general style will excel. 
 
Dot Reticles 
As the name implies, a dot reticle isn’t very 
complicated. In fact, it’s just a dot. Most (probably the 
vast majority) that you’ll find are illuminated 
regardless of the technology used to put the dot on 
the glass. The Burris Fast Fire is a classic example 
of this type of reticle. With zero magnification and no 
tube to interfere with the field of view, it offers great 
overall visibility and fast sighting. You’ll find red dot 
reticles with different sized dots from two MOA to 
eight MOA depending on the intended application. A 
smaller dot will provide more precision at longer 
ranges at the sacrifice of speed and high visibility at 
shorter range. 
  

 
A simple dot reticle like this one on the Burris 
FastFire 3 is great for pistol or rifle use inside a 
hundred yards or so. 
When to choose: A need for speed, zero or very low 
magnification, and ranges less than 100 yards are 
the ideal situations for a simple red dot, although 
there’s no reason you can’t stretch out to a couple of 
hundred yards with a small and precise dot. 
 

Duplex Reticles 
What’s a “duplex” reticle? If you consider the 
example we discussed at the beginning of this article, 
thick reticle bars for visibility and fine ones for 
precision, a duplex reticle is a combination of both. 
The outer sections of the crosshairs are thick for 
visibility and speed, while the inner section is fine for 
precision. A pure duplex reticle has no other 
horizontal or vertical hash marks. It’s just a set of 
crosshairs, although they vary in width. 
  

 
 

The thick lines of this Burris Heavy Duplex reticle 
make it fast and easy to see against busy target 
backgrounds. 
When to choose: Duplex reticles, such as 
this Burris Heavy Plex, are great for short to 
moderate range hunting scenarios. As many rifle 
cartridges shoot “flat” from zero to 200 yards or so, 
depending on how you zero, there is no need to 
make significant turret or holdover adjustment to hit 
a target within that range. In the woods, the thick 
outer bars of the duplex are easy to pick up. Once 
you acquire the outline of the reticle, it’s easier to see 
the finer crosshairs in the middle to establish a 
precise point of aim. Since there are no range 
compensation marks, this design is slower to adjust 
for long range shots as you have to adjust turrets to 
get the crosshairs right on target. 
 
Ballistic Drop Compensation Reticles 
Ballistic Drop Compensation (BDC) reticles are like 
simple crosshair or duplex reticles, but with one 
significant addition. Horizontal marks below the 
center crosshairs establish known adjustment points 
for holding over on a distant target. For example, if 
you’re shooting a .308 at a target 400 yards away 
with a duplex reticle, you’re going to have to either 
adjust the turrets or guess at a holdover amount. In 
case you’re not familiar with the term “holdover,” that 
simply means placing the center crosshair 
intersection above the intended target to account for 
bullet drop over distance. On a simple duplex reticle, 
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there is no reference on the vertical crosshair to tell 
you exactly how high to hold, so you have to guess. 

 
This Burris Ballistic Plex has lines to designate 
holdover points of 200, 300, and 400 yards. The top 
of the bottom post indicates 500 yards. 
BDC reticles solve this problem. Like the Burris 
Ballistic Plex, BDC reticles have marks that 
correspond to known distances for “average” loads 
of a given caliber. For example, the Burris Droptine 
3-9×40 scope offers a Ballistic Plex reticle option for 
“standard hunting calibers.” The three lines below the 
crosshairs correspond to 200, 300, and 400 yards 
respectively. The top of the lower duplex post 
indicates the hold point for 500 yards. Of course, 
you’ll want to verify and tune these measurements 
with a one-time trip to the range as your specific gun 
and ammo may vary a bit from average. 
When to choose: Since most BDC reticles designs 
are fairly “coarse” and have just a handful of marks 
for 100-yard distance increments, they’re good for 
getting off fast shots at varying distances. If you need 
extreme precision for elevation, and have time 
between shots, a scope that has external turrets may 
be the preferred options. 
 
Mil-Dot and MOA Reticles 
Mil-dot and MOA reticles provide a visual system of 
known measurement marks on the crosshairs 
themselves. Rather than trying to match marks on 
the reticle to known distances for the trajectories of 
specific cartridges, the mil-dot system provides 
marks of consistent and known distance so you can 
do your own mapping. You might think of it as a 
speedometer with no numbers. Rather than rely on 
an estimate of your speed based on average tire 
sizes that might be compatible with your car, you 
would calibrate the marks on the speedometer dial 
so you know the precise speed at each mark given 
your specific tire diameter. Similarly, if you know the 
exact measurements of the reticle marks and the 
performance of your specific bullet, then you can 

determine the relationship between each of those 
marks and range for your cartridge. 

 
This Burris G2B is a classic example of a mil-dot style 
reticle. 
The neat thing about “generic” mil-dot or minute of 
angle reticles is that you can also use them in 
reverse. Those marks can be used to “size objects” 
by looking at them through your scope. With a little 
basic math, you can determine how far away your 
target is. Refer to an earlier article in this series, 
Optics Buying Guide: Finding Range with a Scope, 
to see exactly how that works. 
When to choose: While you can figure out the range 
to target with most any reticle with known markings, 
a mil-dot is designed specifically to do that. 
Everything on the reticle, including the dots 
themselves, correspond to a known mil 
measurement, so it’s easy to get precise with 
distance estimations. So, if you want this capability, 
consider a mil-dot or similar minute of angle reticle. 
The other handy use for these is using with multiple 
guns, calibers, or even loads within the same caliber. 
An extreme example would be a scope for use with 
300 Blackout. That caliber has a wide range of bullet 
profile and velocity capability. If you use a mil-dot 
reticle, you can create a different range card for each 
300 Blackout variant you’ll be shooting. For example, 
one card might tell you the distance for each dot on 
your reticle when using 220-grain subsonic 
ammunition. Another card might be tuned for 110-
grain supersonic loads. Many calibers have a broad 
range of bullet weight and velocity combinations, so 
a “generic” reticle design like this can really be 
handy. 
 
Wind Drift Reticles 
While not mutually exclusive to other reticle designs, 
meaning some reticles have multiple features, this 
style emphasizes marks across the horizontal plane 
to help account for either moving targets or wind drift. 
On many reticles like these, you’ll notice a Christmas 
tree type design. That’s because as the distance 
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increases, the holdover (to the side) amount for wind 
also increases since the bullet is in the air and 
subject to wind longer. 

 
Note the “Christmas Tree” pattern on this Burris 
Ballistic E1 MV reticle. The dots below the crosshairs 
represent 10mph wind hold points at the different 
ranges. 
For example, reticles like the Ballistic Plex E1 FFP 
Varmint and Ballistic Plex E1 MV have dots 
extending out along the horizontal axes to represent 
a 10mph crosswind. If you have an exact right to left 
or left to right crosswind, just hold the dot on the 
target, and you’ve compensated for the wind. If the 
crosswind is only 5mph, then hold half the distance 
to the dot. Similarly, if the wind is 20mph then hold at 
double the dot distance from the center. 
The same concept applies to moving targets, 
although you might have to account for the 
movement of the target and the wind, so that involves 
a little more voodoo. 
When to choose: While any scope with a dial can 
account for moving targets or the wind, that’s not 
always feasible because both moving targets and 
wind are… moving! If your anticipated shooting 
needs involve a need to adjust quickly for movement 
or the wind, consider a reticle with graduated marks 
to help you find the right hold position. 
 
Combination Dot and Graduated Reticles 
Since I sort of made up this term, let me describe the 
category I have in mind. Some reticles, like the Burris 
Ballistic AR, CQ, Circle Dot, and XTR II Ballistic 
designs serve dual purposes depending on your 
range. In the center, you’ll find something like a full 
or three-quarter circle that’s generally illuminated. 
This large, easy to see object allows you to use that 
section much like a red dot. The circle is easy to pick 
up and works well with both eyes open shooting. 
However, you’ll also find graduated hash marks that 
begin in the center of the hollow circle area and 

extend downward. This feature is used like a 
traditional ballistic drop compensation scope. As the 
hash marks are “measurable” you can easily figure 
out which mark corresponds to given ranges with 
your ammunition of choice. Many reticles like this are 
pre-calibrated for fixed 5.56x45mm ammo so the 
marks might correspond to 200, 300, 400, and 500 
yards. You’ll even find that many of these reticles 
offer basic ranging capability. For example, if an 
object the size of a head fits just inside of the circle, 
then it’s 100 yards away. 
 

 
 

This Burris Circle Dot is a good example of a 
combination reticle. The illuminated ring provides 
fast “red dot like” sighting while the graduations 
provide hold point for longer range shots. 
When to choose: These combination reticles are 
great for the AR-rifle platform. As it gains in popularity 
for short-range use in both competitive and defensive 
applications, it’s a great way to have fast sighting at 
close range, while still offering reasonable precision 
out to the effective range of the cartridge. 
 
Summing it up 
As I said in the beginning of this article, there are 
somewhere around 96.2 billion different reticle 
designs. Most of those are in the basic categories 
we’ve just described, but not all. For example, take a 
look at the Horus H591 reticle if you need quick 
precision at long range, and are willing to invest the 
time to learn your mil-dot system. That reticle is 
incredibly granular for both windage and elevation 
holdovers. Additionally, you’ll find a series of bars 
designed to help you quickly determine the distance 
to target. The idea is that without removing your eye 
from the target, you can figure out the range, 
determine elevation holdover, estimate the wind, and 
adjust for windage. 
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When you’re ready to graduate to full-fledged reticle 
geek, check out the Horus H591. 
Another nifty innovation is the X96 reticle used on the 
Burris Eliminator III Laser Scope. When looking at 
your target, press a button on the scope to activate 
an internal laser rangefinder. Based on the 
information you entered into the scope’s memory, a 
dot will light up at the correct elevation holdover 
point. It doesn’t get much easier than that. 

 
Modern technology has come to reticles. This X96 
comes with the Burris Eliminator laser scope. Press 
a button and the internal laser rangefinder 
determines distance and lights up the correct 
holdover dot. 
The easiest way to boil the ocean of reticle types is 
to think about what exactly you want to do with the 
host rifle. If you plan to move the scope around to 
different rifles, consider something generic like a 
straight duplex or mil-dot pattern. If it’s going to live 
on a standard caliber rifle like a .223 Remington or 
.308 Winchester, and you plan to use “normal” loads, 
then a ballistic drop compensated reticle could work 
well. Whatever the application, just consider that 
reticles are designed differently for a reason, and the 
better you can match the design to your intended 
use, the better your results on the range will be. 
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