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Bullet Points
• The Next Work Party is April 8th
Bring your gloves, wheel barrows and shovels. We
have a lot of dirt to move on the side of the Upper
Range House so TimTennessen can pour some
concrete pads.
Grass and weeds are growing again and if the
weather permits, we may do some yard work too.
• Last Chances to Renew!
Monday April 3rd
(5:00 p.m. to 6:45 p.m.)
Monday April 10th
(5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.)
● 2017 Election Results
President:
Joe Ridenhour
Vice President:
David Eason
Secretary:
Bill Davis
Treasurer:
Bob Wydro
3 Year Trustee:
Edward Carter
Congratulations to all and thank you for your
dedicated service to the Marysville Rifle Club!
• New Website!
Please take a look at the new MRC website at
MarysvilleRifleClub.org. It has a fresh new look. If
you have any comments or suggestions, please
contact our Webmaster, Bob Wydro at
rwydro@comcast.net

with a smaller-proportioned pistol.
The new Concealed Carry Contour EMP 9mm from
Springfield delivers all the advantages of the EMP platform
in a package designed for enhanced CCW.
The improvements to the EMP platform have not stopped
coming. In 2016, Springfield added a new model called the
Lightweight Champion 4.0. This gun was way more than
just a line extension; it was a major branch on the family
tree. This gun was upsized, with a 4” barrel, longer grip,
and different sights. These changes also facilitated a 9round flush-fit magazine. I had a chance to review the gun
last year, and liked it so much I bought it! The Lightweight
Champion 4.0 was geared to compete in matches and see
regular use, as opposed to the original EMP’s focus on
concealed carry/personal defense. Ideally, you’re not
having to fire your personal defense firearm regularly! As
easy to shoot well as it is to carry, this new EMP variant
has a lot of potential.
SPECS
• Chambering: 9mm
• Barrel: 4 inches
• OA Length: 7.5 inches
• Weight: 30.5 ounces
• Grips: G-10
• Sights: Fiber optic front, low-profile rear
• Action: Single-action
• Finish: Two-tone
• Capacity: 9+1
• MSRP: $1,220

New from Springfield Armory
Springfield Armory is brought out a new EMP at the SHOT
Show called the 4” Lightweight Champion Concealed
Carry Contour Model. This new pistol is based on the EMP
that was first introduced in 2007. The original EMP is a
truly unique gun, as it solves a problem that had been
around for about 80 years: How do you make a 9mm run
reliably in a 1911 platform?
Springfield resolved this problem with a patented shortaction design they call the Enhanced Micro Pistol (EMP).
The EMP has a frame/grip length that is 1/8” shorter
than a traditional 1911, which solves several problems on
its own. The magazine is designed specifically to
accommodate the 9mm, as opposed to a standard 1911
magazine with a spacer added. The slide stroke and
breech face are made for the reduced length case; these
factors solve the reliability problem.
A bonus to this redesign: The shorter grip radius makes
the gun more comfortable in the hand for most shooters,
while also offering a more comfortable carrying experience
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Competition to Carry
Back to this new 2017 release: the EMP 4” Lightweight
Champion Concealed Carry Contour Model. Springfield
has taken an approach that improves on a sound concept
by combining the best of both worlds: A gun that you can
love to shoot as much as you enjoy carrying all day. The
longer four-inch, stainless steel, match-grade bull barrel
has a fully supported feed ramp that keeps recoil in check
nicely. The slide is made of forged stainless steel, and
then finished with a deep satin finish. The aluminum alloy
frame is anodized in a black hard coat. The front sight is a
red fiber optic (with other colors of inserts included in the
box). The steel rear sight is a low-profile, traditional notch
design with a set screw to keep it secure in the dovetail.
Black G-10 grip panels with checkering accent the black
frame handsomely. The strap of the frame is textured, both
in the front and rear, to match the G-10 grips; Springfield
calls this Posi–Lock.

The Concealed Carry Contour EMP has a bushing-less bull
barrel that mates directly to the slide. It also features a guide rod.

The mainspring housing area of the pistol has an angled cut to
minimize the pistol’s bulk and “print” during carry.

Finally, you get the paperwork: an operation and safety
manual, a sheet with more guns to buy, and a 1911 loaded
coupon that allows you to place one order for parts and
accessories at a very nice discount.

The new EMP comes with three nine-round magazines
total, offering the buyer a lot of bang for the buck.
The frame still accepts the 9-round magazine flush but
they have trimmed the frame via a bevel cut on the main
spring housing. This greatly improves the carry comfort by
removing the 90-degree angle that tends to dig into your
tender side when the gun is holstered. The removal of the
tail of the gun also reduces its print when carried
concealed. I prefer this new frame, not only for the benefits
when carrying, but also because I find that the reshaped
contour fits the shape of my hand. This gun never “bit” my
hand, as some tend to do.
Springfield deserves to be congratulated, as I have paid
big bucks for guns that the manufacturers would have
wrapped and shipped in toilet paper if they could have. I’m
talking about the guns that make you feel like you climbed
into a new car you just bought and found that it wouldn’t
start because there was no gas in it. Not so with the EMP:
included in the plastic hard-shell carrying case are some
nice extras. I have tested guns that cost well over twice
the price of this gun, yet only came with one magazine.
The EMP guns come with three magazines in the box. You
will also find a magazine carrier and belt holster, along
with a small parts bag containing extra fiber optic inserts
and the tools need to fully disassemble the pistol.

A Non-NFA 14” Shotgun?
The Mossberg Shockwave 12 Gauge
Mossberg has managed to disrupt the shotgun market
with the introduction of a gun that isn’t even a shotgun!
The Shockwave is a 14-inch pump 12-gauge gun,
measuring in at just under 26½ inches long. Get this: You
can pick it up today, from your local dealer, without any
extra government paperwork or waiting on the BATF to
approve the transfer. How can this be?
The new Mossberg Shockwave gives you a street-legal
14-inch barreled 590 for only $455 MSRP.
When Dumb Rules Give You a Great Gun!
Disclaimer: I am not an attorney, and you should not rely
on my advice to make legal decisions. In fact, recommend
that you don’t even read this!
Here are the rules in question:
All shotguns are intended to be fired from the shoulder.
All shotguns must have an 18-inch barrel. If the gun has a
stock and a barrel shorter than 18 inches, it is classified
as a “Short Barreled Shotgun” (SBS), requiring a $200.00
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transfer tax.
If the shotgun has a pistol grip and is less than 26 inches
in overall length, it is considered an “Any Other Weapon”
(AOW). Good news: AOWs only require a $5 transfer tax.
The Shockwave is created as follows. Start with a shotgun
that has NEVER had a stock attached. Add a pistol grip,
and the gun is now considered a PGO (Pistol Grip Only).
It is NOT a shotgun, as it is not intended to be fired from
the shoulder. Next, add a 14-inch barrel so the overall
length is just under 26½ inches. The length being greater
than 26 inches disqualifies the gun from being an AOW.
So, the BATFE declares that you now have a “Non-NFA
Firearm.”
The Shockwave is not a shotgun, nor a handgun, but a
firearm. It requires no special paperwork other than the
4473, and the buyer must be 21 years old. Some states
may have restrictions on the Shockwave, so check your
state and local laws!

selected. I searched every store in the area for The Aguila
mini shells, as those little 1.75-inch shells would double
the weapon’s capacity. Unfortunately, testing the Aguilas
was not in the cards for me, as every retailer was out of
stock. You can get an OpSol Mini-Clip for $15 that fits in
the gun and ensures rock-solid function with those little
shorty shells.
Upon arriving at the range, I was excited to get the party
started with the Shockwave. I loaded five light field loads
into the tube magazine and held the little 590 as
recommended. One hand went in the Raptor Strap on the
fore end, and the other hand on the Raptor bird’s head
grip, with the Shockwave held at waist level and the grip
pressed to my side. After settling into the grip, I racked the
first round into the chamber, pushed the safety off with my
thumb, and let loose the first round. Wow! No pain, and
the recoil was easy to control. I have an Ithaca Model 37
12 gauge. AOW with a 10” barrel and pistol grip, and that
sucker can be painful to shoot. The 590 is a sweetheart
when compared to my Ithaca 37, even when working with
slugs and buckshot. I will confess that I did not shoot any
3” magnum rounds out of the Shockwave, but only
because I am not a glutton for punishment. Hey, call me a
quitter or something less PC, but I don’t like them out of
any shotgun.

The Shockwave is equipped with a Raptor curved pistol
grip as well as having a hand-retention strap on the fore
end, which is a good idea on a firearm this short.
Unboxing
The Shockwave is certainly a new piece of hardware that
is very rewarding to inspect. The gun uses twin action
bars, positive steel-to-steel lock-up, anti-jam elevator, dual
extractors, and Mossberg’s top-mounted safety. The 590
Shockwave employs a lightweight, anodized aluminum
receiver, and features a convenient clean-out tube
magazine cap. The barrel sports a bead front sight.
The Shockwave gets its name from Shockwave
Technologies, who created the Raptor bird’s head-style
polymer pistol grip, which is uniquely shaped and provides
a firm grip that minimizes felt recoil. Shockwave
Technologies also supplies the Raptor Strap for the fore
end of the gun. This keeps your hand on the fore end and
away from the muzzle.
SPECS
Chambering: 12 Ga., 3-inch chamber
Barrel: 14 inches
OA Length: 26.37 inches
Weight: 5.25 pounds
Grip: Shockwave Raptor grip
Sights: Bead front
Action: Pump action
Finish: Matte blued
Capacity: 5+1
MSRP: $455

The Raptor grip is curved to help dampen recoil

On the Range
Is the Shockwave a toy, or does it have a true purpose
other than generating smiles? In the interest of exploring
this question, several different kinds of ammunition were

The tubular magazine is capped off with removable end cap.
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without all the legal complexities of an AOW or SBS, the
Mossberg Shockwave definitely deserves a close look.
Mossberg has several advantages over all others that I
have seen thus far. They are factory-built on virgin
receivers, so there is no ambiguity as to their status. They
are on a proven platform that doesn’t suffer from reliability
issues. They are not ammunition sensitive with anything
that I tested. Finally, their price is more than fair, and will
come well under the MSRP of $455.00, as supply should
be abundant with Mossberg’s production capabilities. If
you are in the market for a gun of this kind, the Mossberg
Shockwave is certainly worthy of your consideration.
Training Tip: Double Taps
Among the most misunderstood tactics in personal
defense is the double tap. More than half of those
practicing defense shooting execute the double tap
incorrectly. Worse yet, it is most often taught incorrectly.
The author was able to get his shots from the Shockwave easily
centered on the target while testing at the range.

One clear advantage of the Mossberg pump-action that
should be noted is that the ambidextrous top-mounted
safety is easily reached and operated by left or righthanded shooters.
Time for Round Two. I reloaded with six rounds this time,
and decided to see what kind of speed the demure gun
could produce. I compared it to my Vang Comp 870, and
found that the winner was always determined by who was
running each gun. There was no clear platform-based
winner; this was a dead heat.
The Shockwave is a close-range weapon without a doubt,
so I wanted to test for a reasonable amount of control. This
test was conducted with a standard IPSC target, while
firing rifled slugs. I started out at 3 yards and fired one
round, then moved back one full step. I ended the 6-round
test at 7 yards, and all of the rounds had struck within the
A-Zone.
At the end of the day, I was left with the conclusion that
the Shockwave is a real gun, and not just a grin machine,
although it does bring the smiles uninterrupted. So, where
does this gun shine? I would point out that the inspiration
for this gun comes from the U.S Marshals service, who
developed a very similar gun to be easy to carry while
delivering a volume of fire disproportionate to its size. I
have used my Model 37 to breach doors, but it’s primarily
a snake-killing machine. My little Ithaca has been a great
comfort to have within reach when I’m unsure of others’
intentions. The Shockwave can perform these roles quite
well, but without a Federal tax stamp, and for less money!
Final Thoughts
I really thought that the Shockwave was just a pleasant
range distraction, but I was wrong. This is a gun for serious
purposes. I have tried guns that fit through the same
aspect of firearms law as this gun, and found them lacking.
They were finicky, heavy and hard to use, if you could get
them to work at all, with a price well over twice that of the
Mossberg.
If you are looking for a lot of power in a small package

As you practice, you will notice a wider dispersal with the greater
speed you attempt—keep the shots centered.

Those without training will be hapless in many defensive
situations. It is best to receive instructions from an
instructor with extensive police or military experience.
Simply attending a lot of schools doesn’t prepare someone
to teach life and death matters. Only those that have
walked the walk may teach tactics and strategy well.
Experience must be alloyed with training. That being said,
most of your practice will be solo no matter how well
trained you are. A three-day training course is a great
start—providing the instructor is capable. Remember,
personal defense skills are perishable and you must keep
the practice up.
The double tap drill is considered by most to be two shots
delivered to the target as quickly as possible. The double
tap is an excellent tactic for maximizing wound potential.
But the advantage of the double tap is evident only if the
double tap is properly delivered. First, realize that the
double tap isn’t a flurry of shots. Two shots are delivered
as quickly as you are able to acquire the sights after recoil
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and fire again. This means that each shot is a deliberate
shot that is controlled. A controlled pair, as an example, is
a bit slower than the double tap and delivered at longer
range—7 to 10 yards—and with greater care in precision.

A few words on speed, calling the shot is the mark of a
trained shooter. Anyone can shoot, but aiming each shot
no matter how fast your fire is the development of a
marksman. Of course, you can shoot faster than you can
aim, but never shoot so fast you cannot aim each shot. If
you fire so quickly during range work that you are not in
control of each shot, you may fire too quickly for real during
a defensive situation—in fact, I guarantee you will.
You will fire too fast, and you will panic when the fight is
real. Getting the sight picture for every shot doesn’t mean
the sight picture will be perfect as if you were addressing
a 25-yard bullseye, but it means the sight picture is
adequate for the range and the target. This may mean
aiming using meat and paper, in which the slide of the
pistol is superimposed over the target as an aiming point.
It may mean that you are using the front sight placed on
the opponent’s belt buckle as an aiming point. The pistol’s
sights are used to afford a rough but adequate sight
picture on the target at 3-5 yards. A sharper sight picture
is demanded at longer range. When you have mastered
these sighting styles, you will be prepared to shoot
accurately and to use the double tap.

At longer range a controlled pair is executed with less
speed but greater accuracy.
The double tap is sometimes confused with the hammer.
The hammer is delivered at absolute short, even contact,
range. The handgun is drawn and thrust at the opponent,
who may have a knife in your chest, and two shots are
fired as quickly as possible. If attempted past intimate
range, the second shot of the hammer might well miss the
entire body.
By the same token, the controlled pair may be too slow for
use at very close range. The carefully measured double
tap is used at the most common personal defense ranges
(three to seven yards). The shooter determines the speed
of the double. How fast are you able to fire two shots, the
second striking within four inches of the first? That is your
limiting speed. A miss is inexcusable.
The double tap is versatile and should be practiced first—
before the controlled pair or the hammer. The hammer can
be dangerous to the shooter if they have not mastered
recoil control. It should be considered a short-range tactic.
I have seen shooters deliver a double tap on target with
one bullet hole in the belt and another in the neck and
deem it good. This isn’t good.
Neither was a controlled shot where each hit the target by
chance. This isn’t acceptable morally or legally. The
shooter began on the line with the hand on the pistol,
shifted the pistol in the holster a few times, and then drew
and fired the double tap on command of the whistle. I see
this comedic pantomime often. They telegraph their
intention to all concerned and then draw and render an 18inch group on the target three to five yards away. Practice
avoids such foolishness.
A fine drill to hone skills and build control is the Bill Drill,
developed by famed shooter Bill Wilson. In this drill, the
student draws and fires his handgun as quickly as possible
at a man-sized target at seven yards. Six shots are fired
as quickly as the student can control the handgun. Speed
and accuracy will build with the proper application of
fundamentals and this drill.

The double tap is executed at short range and should be
practiced often.

When firing the double tap, fire once and control the
handgun as it recoils. Allow the trigger to reset. As the
handgun comes back on target, the trigger resets and you
are ready to fire again. Fire the second shot as soon as
you have the sight picture.
Control the handgun and use deliberate, but very fast,
shots when executing the double tap. Moving fast means
mastering the trigger action. If you jerk the trigger, you will
invite tension into the muscles. A smooth press is a
relaxed press. The trigger jerk incites tremors. A smooth
trigger press must always be achieved, or accuracy will
suffer.
The prep, as we take up slack on the trigger for longerrange fire, cannot be used at short range or when
executing the double tap. We must quickly press the
trigger. The trigger press is quick but smooth. Allow reset
and roll on with speed. The double tap must be practiced
often to master. To master the double tap, draw and get
the sights on target quickly. As soon as you have the
proper sight picture and sight alignment, fire, recover, and
fire again. Practice hard, use the correct technique, and
the double tap will be a viable tactic
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The Marysville Rifle Club
PO Box 303
Marysville, WA 98270
360-652-0784
MarysvilleRifleClub.org

Leupold LTO-Tracker
The all new Leupold LTO-Tracker allows hunters to better
understand their surroundings, easily recover game and
have more success in the field. The compact thermal
imager is only 5.6 inches long and weighs less than 10
ounces, allowing it to be carried comfortably in any pocket.
It features a 21 degree field of view, 6x digital zoom, and
has a thermal detection distance of up to 600 yards. The
LTO-Tracker has 6 optional thermal palettes and a user
controlled reticle for quick acquisition of the target. Above
all, the LTO-Tracker sports a Leupold Gold Ring and is
Designed, Machined, and Assembled in the United States.
Add the LTO-Tracker to your pack and change the way
you hunt forever. Specifications:
– Thermal Sensor: 206 x 156
– Operating Temperature: -4F to 140F
– Temperature Detection Range: -40F to 572F
– Fixed Focus With 6X Digital Zoom
– Display: Direct View 1.22 Round
– Display Resolution: 240 x 204 pixels
– Startup Time: < 3 seconds
– Detection Distance: 600 Yards
– Battery: CR123 – 10 Hours Continuous Use

Club Officers
President, Joe Ridenhour
joeriden@centurylink.net
Vice President, Dave Eason
a1miner51@live.com
Secretary, Bill Davis
bdavis385@comcast.net
Treasurer, Bob Wydro
rwydro@comcast.net
Past President, Mike Haakensen
kmhaakensen@aol.com
Rod Moore (3 year)
boulderchewer@aol.com
Tim Tennessen (2 year)
timtennessen11@gmail.com
Edward Carter (1 year)
lapuaed@gmail.com

206-660-4672
360-659-8420
206-353-5158
360-563-0356
360-435-5579
425-238-2276
360.651-2654
425-220-0670

Planning & Work Party Chairman
TBD
Hunter Education Committee
Rod Moore Sean Overman
Bill Vincent
Bill Whitley
Bob Moon Keith Foote
Rich Brown
Kit Wennersten
Dave Phipps Todd Straley
www.MarysvilleRifleClub.org
Shotwad Editors
Chris Seung
mukilteoman1@yahoo.com
Bob Burch
burmae_rgb@comcast.net
Bill Phillips
bill@billsguns.com

425-503-0252

Webmaster
Bob Wydro
rwydro@comcast.net

360-563-0356

Discipline Chairpersons
Black powder
dbclute@comcast.net
Cowboy Shooting
Cell phone:
fwbyer@gmail.com
CMP/DCM
joeflaps@msn.com
IPSC
wrongwaywall@hotmail.com
Juniors
skijor@tgi.net

(Comments: Your Faithful Editor has demonstrated this
Thermal monocular extensively in his capacity as the
Optics Outfitter at Cabela’s Tulalip store. One of the key
benefits of this device is the ability to spot animals and
people at 600 yards in low light conditions (early morning
and late afternoon), when game animals are most likely
to be out. We can’t keep it in stock. Someone buys it as
soon as it is put it out on display.)
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425-610-4967

360-387-4867

Dave Clutinger

360-435-8599

Fred Byer
360-770-4704

360-435-0258

Curt Bry

360-652-8771

Gary Wall

360-629-3964

Chuck Whipple

425-334-0211

Junior Shotgun Sports

Todd Staley

425-923-9091

NRA Instructors
Wilhelm@nwinfo.net
Indoor Pistol/PPC
tdpersell@msn.com
Membership
bdavis385@comcast.net

William Gruner

360-348-7081

Tom Persell

360-899-4908

Bill Davis

206-353-515

Recreational Shooting

Ron Oehlert

360-387-3260

Shotgun Sports
jchurch@frontier.com

John Church

360-652-1161

Hunter Sight-in
Keith.a.gepner@boeing.com

Keith Gepner

425-422-7906
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